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It was the telegraph that became the first 

way of instant communication over long 

distances. Thanks to the telegraph, 

information was separated from the 

physical movement of objects - horse 

messengers, postal carriages and 

wagons. Its implementation 

revolutionized the global economy and 

social relations. 



Georges-Louis Le Sage

and early electric telegraph (1774)



Claude Chappe (1763-1805) and his 

semaphore tower in Germany



Some years later



Francesc Salvà i Campillo

and electric telegraph system (1804)



1809: electrochemical telegraph by 

Samuel Thomas von Sömmerring



Hans Christian Ørsted, 1820: 

demonstration of relationship between 

electricity and magnetism



In Russia: Ivan Kulibin



Captain A.N. Butakov’s brochure



Baron Paul Ludwig Schilling

(on the right - a sketch by A.Pushkin)



The first electromagnetic apparatus 

Schilling, 1832 



Moritz Hermann von Jacobi



Sir Charles Wheatstone’s automated 

telegraph network equipment

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-history-of-the-electric-telegraph-and-telegraphy-1992542



Samuel Morse sending the message

What hath God wrought (May 24, 1844)



Laying the transatlantic telegraph line 



Jean-Maurice-Émile Baudot



Radio creators: A.S. Popov, 

G.Marconi, N.Tesla, H.Hertz



Alternative means of 

communication
Domestic telegraphy reached its peak of development in 1982, when 

540 million telegrams were sent. The development of telephone 
communications, radio and television in the 80s caused the 
telegraph to lose their positions. This process was aggravated by 
the economic crisis of the 90s. The decline in telegraphic messages 
continued in the 1990s, when this type of communication was 
hopelessly replaced by fax and email. It is computer 
telecommunications that have become leaders in recent decades.

<user>@<domain>
Mail is being replacing by messengers and social networks; services 

like iMessage / WhatsApp / Viber / Telegram. But they are unlikely to 
replace email in the near future. Indeed, even paper "snail" mail still 
exists and does not give up its positions. And this is not a matter of 
technology, but of mentality and strong social inertia.



Telegraph in the 21st Century
The advent of the Internet has led to the fact that in many countries telegraphs have 

been abandoned as irrelevant, morally obsolete and unprofitable services. 

In 2006, Western Union, a pioneer in telegraphy, stopped providing this service, focusing 

on the money transfer market. Many countries abandoned the telegraph even earlier: 

the United Kingdom in 1982, New Zealand in 1999, Sweden in 2002, and the 

Netherlands in 2004. They were followed by Lithuania and Slovakia (2007), Australia 

(2011), Kazakhstan and Ukraine (2018).

In Russia, telegraph communication continues to exist, telegraph messages are 
transmitted and received using telegraph modems connected to the personal 
computers of operators. Messaging is already carried out through modern 
communication channels, the network of a wired telegraph in most of Russia has 
been dismantled. Telegrams are used for money transfers, for congratulations, 
condolences.

Thus, in situations where the fact of sending and receiving messages must be legally 
recorded, the telegraph can compete with more convenient means of 
communication. In this niche of transmission of documentary information, it can exist 
for a long time



Telegraph in the 21st Century
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